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FRANKLIN SQUARE CELEBRATES SECOND BIRTHDAY  ON JULY 31 
 

PHILADELPHIA, July 17, 2008 ï The award-winning Franklin Square, an outdoor amusement oasis located in 

the heart of Historic Philadelphia, will celebrate its second birthday on Thursday, July 31, 2008, with double the 

fun.  A birthday  celebration will take place on July 31, 2008, at 2 pm.  Benjamin Franklin, in his namesake 

square, will cut two birthday cakes with identical twins, with accompanying confetti, balloons, and festive fun.  A 

variety of promotions will be take place all day long at two minutes after every hour.  And any pair of twins that 

comes to Franklin Square on July 31 will receive two-for -one rides on the Philadelphia Park Liberty 

Carousel and a two-for-one round of Philly Mini -Golf.  In addition, any guest that gets a hole-in-one on the 

second hole of Philly Mini-Golf will receive a special prize. 

 

Since Historic Philadelphia Inc.ôs redevelopment of Franklin Square, visitors and residents alike have flocked to 

take advantage of the green space, attractions, new playgrounds, birthday party and special event opportunities, 

and the cooling historic fountain.  In 2007, Philadelphia Magazine awarded Franklin Square a Best of Philly 

award as ñBest Play Space for Kids.ò   

 

ñWe are so pleased to see how Franklin Square has a rhythm that has developed in its daily life,ò said Amy 

Needle, President and CEO of Historic Philadelphia, Inc.  ñEarly in the morning, residents of Chinatown are 

performing tai chi exercises; by mid-morning, area day-care centers and young mothers are on the playgrounds 

with their children; lunchtime brings area business people out to enjoy their meals at our picnic tables; in the 

afternoons, visitors from Independence Mall find their way to our attractions; and evenings bring young people on 

dates or families out to enjoy a round of Philly Mini-Golf, a free movie, or a ride on the Philadelphia Park 

Liberty Carousel.  It is everything we hoped for and much, much more.ò 
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Two Months of �)�U�H�H���³�0�R�Y�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���6�T�X�D�U�H�´ 

On August, 8, 2008, Franklin Square will complete two months of free family-friendly Friday night movie nights.  

Remaining shows are Rocky on July 25 at 8:30 pm and Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory on August 8 at 

8:30 pm.  The Great Lawn is open for picnics and music at 5:00.  People can bring their own (low) lawn chairs 

and blankets.  Food and snacks will be for sale (burgers, hot dogs, popcorn, soft pretzels, cotton candy, ice cream, 

etc.). 

 

Two New Horses 

This spring, two of Philadelphiaôs beloved 

horse heroes ï Afleet Alex and Smarty Jones ï 

permanently joined the other animals on the 

Philadelphia Park Liberty Carousel.  Thanks to 

the generosity of The Cash Is King Racing 

Stable and Mrs. Patricia Chapman, hometown 

horse heroes Afleet Alex (winner of the 

Belmont Stakes and Preakness Stakes) and 

Smarty Jones (winner of the Kentucky Derby 

and the Preakness Stakes) were added to the 

Philadelphia Park Liberty Carousel.   

 

Two New Stories 

Once Upon A Nation is perhaps most known for its unique brand of historical storytelling on the 13 free 

storytelling benches scattered throughout Philadelphiaôs Historic District.  During the summer months, a Once 

Upon A Nation storyteller captivates listeners in a shady spot to capture audiences with stories of real history.  

Two new stories are being told at the Once Upon A Nation storytelling bench in Franklin Square for the 2008 

season.  In addition to the popular stories, Carousels (the history of carousels), Smart Cookies (tale of the first 

Girl Scout cookie sale here in Philadelphia), and Kenny Gamble (creator of the legendary Philadelphia sound), the 

two stories also being told are The Scene Stealer (story of two rivals in the creation of film) and The Great Bone 

Wars (another story of rivals, this time over the discovery of real dinosaur bones in Southern New Jersey). 

 

Second Annual Sand Sculpture 

In May, sculptors created Sand-A-Delphia, Franklin Squareôs second annual 150-ton sand sculpture, promoting 

summer fun in Philadelphia.  This walk-around, 360-degree design, is centered around the iconic Independence 

Hall with elements of history, sports, food, elections, and other special summer activities.  Examples include 


