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ONCE UPON A NATION and FRANKLIN SQUARE  

FACT SHEET 2008 SEASON 
 

DESCRIPTION:  Historic Philadelphia, Inc.ôs Once Upon A Nation is a unique program for bringing 

history to life, featuring Adventure Tours (paid walking and trolley tours), evening 

performances such as interactive 1776: The Movie-Musical and free storytelling by 

historical heroes, Harmony Lane (Colonial townspeople and childrenôs games), and 

storytelling benches throughout the historic district.  Franklin Square, also operated by 

Historic Philadelphia, Inc, is a unique outdoor amusement oasis. 
 

STORYTELLING:  Thirteen one-of-a-kind storytelling benches are scattered all over Philadelphiaôs Historic 

District, telling riveting stories of our nationôs history in the places where they actually 

happened.  Specially-trained, uniformed storytellers delight and entertain with free short 

5-minute stories while sharing the secrets of Philadelphiaôs and Americaôs history.  

Children can pick up a Story Flag at any storytelling bench, then collect a star from every 

storyteller on their journey.  Flags with all 13 stars can be redeemed for a History Heroes 

Certificate and special coupon book. 

 May 24 ï September 1: 10:30 am ï 4:30 pm, daily 

Throughout Philadelphiaôs Historic District, FREE 

The free storytelling benches will be at these 13 locations in the Historic District: 

1. Independence Visitor Center  

2. Signersô Garden ï NEW for 2008! 

3. Independence Square, behind Independence Hall  

4. Second Bank of the United States presented by PNC 

5. The ACE INA Foundation Storytelling Bench at Carpentersô Hall  

6. Independence Living History Center  

7. Franklin Court 

8. Christ Church 

9. Betsy Ross House 

10. Arch Street Meeting House 

11. Free Quaker Meeting House ï NEW for 2008! 

12. The Lincoln Storytelling Bench at the National Constitution Center  

13. Franklin Square 

FRANKLIN  

SQUARE: Fun family entertainment and a beautiful park are just steps away from the Liberty Bell, 

in one of William Pennôs original five squares.  Award-winning Franklin Square is an 

outdoor amusement oasis located in the heart of Historic Philadelphia, featuring 

Philly Mini-Golf, a restored vintage marble fountain, playgrounds, and the Philadelphia 

Park Liberty Carousel.  After a day of experiencing the treasures of Philadelphiaôs 

history, putt through some of the cityôs most famous icons, take a ride on brand new 

hometown horse heroes Afleet Alex or Smarty Jones aboard the carousel, or enjoy a rest 

next to the restored ï and restorative ï fountain.  All summer long, enjoy a 60-ton sand  
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sculpture, free balloon animals, and a Once Upon A Nation storyteller.  Winner ï Best of 

Philly 2007 as Best Playspace for Kids. 

Franklin Square: 6th & Race Streets 

April 1 ï May 22:  10 am ï 7 pm, daily 

May 23 ï September 1: 10 am ï 9 pm, daily 

September 2 ï 30: 10 am ï 7 pm, daily 

October - December: 11 am ï 8 pm, Fridays through Sundays 

December 19 ï December 31:  11 am ï 7 pm, daily (closed Christmas Day) 

 Philly Mini -Golf: Putt around the city on this Philadelphia-themed miniature 

golf course!  $8 adults/$6 children (3-12), FREE for children under 2 

 Philadelphia Park Liberty Carousel: A zebra, a lion, an eagle, horses and more!  

Hop on this spectacular all-American style carousel with new horse heroes Afleet 

Alex and Smarty Jones.  $3 adults/$2 children (3-12), FREE for children under 2 

 Playgrounds: Slides, swings and spinnerséBring the kids and enjoy two 

playgrounds! 

 Picnic: Hot dogs, hamburgers, Philadelphia soft pretzels, ice cream and more!  

Great for lunch and dinner! 

Franklin Square is available for birthday parties and special events! 
 

TOURS: FOR ALL TOURS: recommended to arrive 15 minutes in advance to pick up tickets 
 

Independence After Hours 

This evening walking tour visits some of the landmarks of Philadelphiaôs Historic District 

and is populated with Colonial characters who bring history to life right in the place 

where it happened. Tour-takers walk through the shadows of Independence Hall (in this 

exclusive opportunity to visit inside the Hall at night, with no crowds) and experience 

what those late nights of the summer of 1776 were like for the Founding Fathers.  The 

evening begins with a delicious three-course meal at the Historic City Tavern where 

Colonial townspeople entertain guests.  Fictional tour guide Isaac Walterson then 

ñsneaksò everyone into the Pennsylvania State House (Independence Hall), once he talks 

his way past the vigilant night watchman.  Once inside the Hall, visitors witness several 

Founding Fathers deep in discussion over the creation of the Declaration of 

Independence.  Guests continue the evening with the spectacular Lights of Liberty Show. 

April 18 ï June 14: 5:30 pm, Fridays and Saturdays 

 June 17 ï August 16: 5:30 pm, Tuesdays through Saturdays  

 August 22 ï October 25: 5:30 pm, Fridays and Saturdays 

Departs from Independence Living History Center, 3rd & Chestnut Streets 

$76 adult, $50 child (12 & under), $70 senior/military/student (dining gratuity included) 

Duration: 4 hours.  Wear comfortable shoes.  Recommended for children 10 and older.  
 

 Tipplerôs Tour 

Once Upon A Nationôs weekly tavern tour of Colonial and modern day watering holes.  

A Colonial Bar Keep, acting as hostess or host, shares historical facts about the traditions 

of drinking and leads guests in Colonial drinking songs and toasts.  At each of the four 

stops: Society Hill Hotel Restaurant, Triumph Brewery, National Mechanics, and the 

historical City Tavern, the tour guide entertains guests with songs and stories of the 

drinking traditions from Colonial times, and share some of Benjamin Franklinôs most fun 

phrases for someone who has been drinking too much, including ñnimptopsicalò and 

ñtipsicum grave.ò   

April 17 ï October 30: 5:30 pm, Thursdays 

Departs from Independence Living History Center, 3rd & Chestnut Streets 

$30 adults, $25 senior/military/student.  (tastings & gratuity included, 21 and over with 

valid I.D.) Duration: 2 hours 
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Turmoil & Treason: The Path to Independence 

July 1, 1776: Congress is debating the Declaration.  In Philadelphia, rumors fly.  

Encounter 18th century townspeople with strong feelings on both sides of the debate 

over Independence.  Experience the tension and excitement surrounding the signing of 

the Declaration as Colonial guide Timothy Matlack escorts guests to some of 

Philadelphiaôs historic treasures, meeting Loyalists and Patriots who make this thrilling 

time come alive. 

Once Upon A Nation will obtain a ticket to Independence Hall for each guest. 

May 24 ï June 14:  2 pm, Saturdays 

June 20 ï August 30:  2 pm, Fridays & Saturdays 

ALSO: July 3, 4, and 5 at 2 pm 

Departs from the Independence Living History Center, 3
rd

 & Chestnut Streets 

 $20 adults, $18 senior/student/military, $15 children 12 & under 

Duration: 1.5 hours (not including visit to Liberty Bell and Independence Hall) 
 

Colonial Kidsô Quest 

The Declaration of Independence is missing!  Help Phineas Bell search for clues at 

historic sites that will save the day.  Along the way, find his runaway dog, Freedom and 

meet helpful two-legged and four-legged friends.  A kid-friendly, stroller-friendly 

ñWhodunitò thatôs great for detectives of all ages! 

May 24 ï June 14: 11 am, Saturdays 

June 20 ï August 30: 11 am, Fridays & Saturdays 

ALSO: July 3, 4, and 5 at 11 am 

Departs from Independence Living History Center, 3rd & Chestnut Streets 

$15 per person, children 2 and under free 

 Duration: 60 minutes.  Recommended for children 10 and under. 

EVENING  

PROGRAMS: 1776: The Movie-Musical 

This timeless musical classic becomes an interactive movie-going experience where 

visitors become a part of the action, complete with sing-a-longs and props (provided). Itôs 

a hysterically historical treat for the entire family. 

  May 23 ï August 29: 7 pm, Fridays  

  Independence Living History Center, 3rd & Chestnut Streets   

  $15 adults, $12 student/senior/military, $10 children 12 & under 

 Duration: 3 hours.  Price includes Colonial Goody Bag of props. 

 

 An Evening with George Washington 

Spend an unforgettable hour with the General himself, days away from being sworn in as 

the first President of the United States. Listen to stories of his time in Philadelphia and 

how we became a nation, and even dance the minuet! 

FOUR DATES ONLY: June 8, June 22, July 2, July 27: all at 7 pm 

Free Quaker Meeting House, 5th & Arch Streets 

 $12 adults, $10 student/senior/military, $9 children 12 & under 

Duration: 60 minutes. Recommended for children 10 and older.  

 

An Evening with Thomas Jefferson 

Meet Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence and the third 

President of the United States.  Hear stories of his inspiration and motivations behind this 

legendary document that gave birth to a nation and how to keep it alive. 

FOUR DATES ONLY: May 25, July 3, July 20, August 10: all at 7 pm 

Free Quaker Meeting House, 5th & Arch Streets 

 $12 adults, $10 student/senior/military, $9 children 12 & under 

Duration: 60 minutes. Recommended for children 10 and older.  


